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TORONTO — Protesters gather outside the Ontario Legislature following the
discovery of unmarked graves across the nation this past summer. Pope Francis
is expected to soon come to Canada to apologize for past wrongs done by the
Church and its entities at residential schools. Stories page 3. (Michael Swan photo)

A new documentary produced by the
Knights of Columbus, Enduring Faith:
The Story of Native American Catholics
fills a need for a broad overview of the
legacy of the Catholic faith among
Indigenous communities across this
continent. Story page 6.

SAINT JOHN — On Wednesday, November 3, a small crowd gathered on the
corner lot of Cliff and Waterloo streets in Saint John to bless the land for the
new Steepleview mixed housing development. The development is next to
the Bishop’s Palace and the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. (L tor )
Sister Pat Poole, SCIC, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint
John, Father Doug McNeill, rector of the Immaculate Conception Parish and
Kevin MacDonald, board chair of Steepleview. (Seated, l to r) Sister Mary
Beth McCurdy, SCIC and Sister Anita Holmes, SCIC. Story page 7. (Natasha

Mazerolle photo)

VATICAN CITY — To believe in Jesus
means to follow him and avoid going
"the opposite way," following one's
own interests and inflating one's own
ego, Pope Francis said in  his weekly
audience, November 3. Story page 9.
(Photo Paul Haring, CNS).
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Bishop offers prayers on All Souls Day
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On All Souls Day, Tues-
day, November 2, Bishop Christian Riesbeck,
CC, bishop of the Diocese of Saint John cel-
ebrated a Commemoration Service of the
Faithful Departed at St. Joseph’s Cemetery
in Saint John.

He told the faithful that, “during the month
of November, we are especially united to the
Communion of Saints, to each other here on
earth as the Church militant still journeying
towards our heavenly destiny. But we’re also
in communion in a particular way in Novem-
ber with Church suffering,” the bishop said.
“Of course, there is the Church triumphant,
which we celebrated yesterday on All Saints
Day. But today we especially remember the
Church suffering, those souls in purgatory
who are still in need of final purification and
cleansing who are assured to see the glory of
God, the face of God in Heaven, but need our
prayers so that we can pray them into
heaven.”

Remembering loved ones in a particular
way, and all those buried in St. Joseph’s cem-
etery especially bishops, priests, religious,
laypeople, and relatives, Bishop Riesbeck
spoke of the special plenary indulgence of-
fered during the month of November.

“We are given a special privilege from the
Church from the Holy See in terms of an in-
dulgence that can be had for the souls in pur-
gatory, plenary or partial,” he said. “Normally
the tradition is from November 1-8 when you
visit a cemetery you can gain a plenary indul-
gence for a soul in purgatory, it has been ex-
tended, just as it was last year, until the end

of the month. So, any day from November
1-30 you can gain a plenary indulgence for a
loved one, for a soul in purgatory.”

In order to gain this indulgence a person
must pray for a particular person. There must
be detachment from sin, conditions are Com-
munion and Confession — both within 20
days before or after the indulgence act —
and a prayer for the Holy Father’s intentions.
A partial indulgence may be obtained by visit-
ing a church and praying one Our Father and
the Apostles’ Creed for the Holy Father’s in-
tentions.

“It’s a real treasury of graces that the
Church affords us, to be able to pray our loved
ones into Heaven,” Bishop Riesbeck said. He
reminded that the highest prayer that can be
offered is the Holy Sacrifice of the mass. He
invited the faithful in attendance to attend mass
with the indulgence in mind if they had not
already done so.

Bishop Riesbeck reminded everyone that
Jesus has, “won the victory for us, death has
been destroyed, sin has been destroyed thanks
to him. Even though yes, it requires our co-
operation to receive that grace and live our
lives for him,” he said. “We give thanks for
that free gift of salvation which Jesus pro-
cured for us in his death and resurrection,
that we are no longer enslaved to sin and have
the grace to be able to overcome and fight
the good fight.”

“Let’s give thanks for this privileged op-
portunity today to pray for our loved ones
and for the souls in purgatory,” he concluded.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, (centre), CC of the Diocese of Saint John
held a commemoration service at St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Saint John on November
2, All Souls Day. (Natasha MAzerolle photo)
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A ‘penitent’ pope will be coming to a wounded nation
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

There has never been a papal visit to any-
where that has been anything like what will
unfold when Pope Francis comes to Canada
— a papal journey of sorrow, mourning and
repentance holding forth a thin candle of hope
up against the flood of our own Catholic sins.

“This is a different pope,” points out Cana-
dian Catholic scholar Michael Higgins. “And
of course the reason for his coming is differ-
ent. He’s coming as a penitent. There’s no
triumphalism this time. He’s coming to a
bruised Church. He’s coming to, in many
ways, an angry Church. There are many
Catholics who are upset by what has hap-
pened. So, he’s coming to a wounded na-
tion.”

Mr. Higgins, the principal of St. Mark’s
College and president of Corpus Christi Col-
lege at the University of British Columbia,
believes this papal journey will be entirely about
healing.

“Many Catholics will be drawn to this rite
of atonement, if you like. Because, I think,
they feel the need for it,” he said.

As luck would have it, the man who now
stands in the shoes of the fisherman is uniquely
qualified to take on this challenge.

“Probably no better pope is positioned to
handle this than this man,” said Mr. Higgins.
“He attends. He listens to victims and to
wounds. He’s the one who came up with the

image of the Church as a field hospital. This
is going to be an entirely different kind of visit
— not celebratory but healing and essential.”

In 1984, 1987 and 2002 Mr. Higgins was a
prominent voice on the CBC covering Pope
John Paul II’s three visits to Canada. In 2005
his book Pope John Paul II: Connecting to
Canadians was published. He’s currently
working on a book about Pope Francis.

No date has been set for Pope Francis’ pil-
grimage to Canada, but it won’t happen be-
fore a long-planned meeting of Indigenous
leaders and youth in Rome December 17-20.
Francis’ apostolic journey to Canada is widely
expected to happen next year.

It will be the fourth papal journey to Canada,
with all three previous visits happening dur-
ing the 27-year papacy of St. Pope John Paul
II.

“The 1984 visit was really a celebratory
one,” said Mr. Higgins. “All of Canada, not
just the Catholic community but beyond the
Catholic community, was drawn to this he-
roic, highly dramatic, international figure.”

From Flatrock, Nfld., to Vancouver, Pope
John Paul II was a phenomenon for a nation
eager to proclaim its maturity of soul. He was
greeted by the Catholic leadership of the coun-
try in Governor General Jeanne Sauvé, Prime
Minister Pierre Trudeau and Progressive Con-
servative leader Brian Mulroney.

“All this kind of stuff was really exciting,”
said Mr. Higgins.

In 1987 Pope John Paul II fulfilled a prom-

ise he had made in 1984 when fog prevented
him from visiting Dene territory to meet with
Indigenous people. In Fort Simpson, North-
west Territories, on Sept. 20, 1987, the pope
reiterated his conviction that “Christ, in the
members of his body, is himself Indian.”

“My coming among you looks back to your
past in order to proclaim your dignity and
support your destiny,” John Paul II declared.
“... The Church extols the equal human dig-
nity of all peoples and defends their right to
uphold their own cultural character with its
distinct traditions and customs.”

The 2002 trip to Toronto for World Youth
Day was different again.

“It was a World Youth Day. The pope was
very ill. There was no real national Canadian
sense that this was important, having the pope
here,” recalled MR. Higgins.

An estimated 800,000 gathered in a muddy
field at Downsview Park for a final celebra-
tory mass wrapping up two weeks of World
Youth Day activity that had been undertaken
in dioceses across Canada. But the event left
the Canadian hierarchy fearful of the costs of
apostolic journeys.

“Most of the bishops I spoke to, particu-
larly the cardinal archbishop of Toronto at
that time (Cardinal Aloysius Ambrozic), la-
mented the whole thing,” Mr. Higgins said.

This time the pope will be called on to help
Canadians face the consequences of Cana-
da’s history, rooted in colonization and the

(continued on page 10)

Indigenous expect positive visit but apology must be the reason
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Deacon Harry Lafond is well aware of the
serious, sorrowful situation which has
prompted Pope Francis to announce a visit to
Canada. But he does not believe the papal visit
should drown in tears.

“It doesn’t really preclude celebration,” said
Mr. Lafond, Indigenous education scholar at
St. Thomas More College at the University of
Saskatchewan and former chief of the
Muskeg Lake Cree Nation. “You can talk about
serious things. You can talk about it in a way
that is positive. In fact, you’re not going to
get anywhere if you come at this in an ag-
gressive, accusatory type of format. This
doesn’t produce conversation. It just pro-
duces defensive behaviour.”

Pope Francis is expected to make a papal
visit to Canada in the near future to meet with
Indigenous people and apologize for the

Church’s role in residential schools. The Pope
on October 27 accepted an invitation by Cana-
da’s bishops to visit Canada “on a pilgrimage
of healing and reconciliation.”

When Pope Francis arrives on Indigenous
land, Lafond anticipates dancing.

“There should be celebration. There should
be dancing. We need to do this. It’s got to be
balanced,” he said. “We have to build in the
celebration and the joyfulness of finally be-
ing able to meet, to discuss the future, our
future together.”

A record number of Canadians are signing
up for courses in reconciliation studies at First
Nations University in Regina, associate dean
of community research and graduate pro-
grams Bettina Schneider said.

“Many are learning and opening up to the
history of what really happened,” said Ms.
Schneider. “What’s been happening in recent
months with these discoveries of remains,
it’s really opening people up. There’s a mo-

ment here that we have to capture, that we
have to acknowledge.”

Ms. Schneider, of the atim ká-mihkosit (Red
Dog) Urban Reserve, sees a papal visit as good
news.

“It’s a good thing that he is willing to meet
with people here, to visit Canada, to have a
discussion. That’s a good thing, to open up
the lines of communication,” she said.

Though an apology has to be offered and
not demanded, Ms. Schneider sees a papal
request for forgiveness as essential.

“It’s critical that an apology come in order
for a new relationship to move forward be-
tween the Church and Indigenous people,”
she said.

Toronto Catholic District School Board
knowledge keeper in residence Diane
Montreuil is taking a wait-and-see approach.
She’s waiting to see what Catholics will do
after the pope goes back home to Rome.

(continued on page 10)
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Journeying together — discovering
who we are as Church, now

The Gospels tell many Jesus-stories. They were part of the faith
memories of Jesus shared by the earliest Christian communities. In
chapter 12:28-34, Mark relates two contrasting stories. The first re-
counts what Jesus sees in the scribes. The second story tells of a
poor widow.

Like all of the stories in the Gospels, these two are lessons on the
Kingdom of God, the reign that was at the centre of Jesus’ life and
mission. In this sense, the Good News, or the Gospel is a proclama-
tion of who we are as church, as a community of faith. What Jesus
calls his disciples to was not either of the two stories, but rather to
recognize in ourselves that in a way we are both. The scribes in the
first story meticulously followed the law. They sincerely sought to be
seen as holy and to be honoured in the Temple as examples of holi-
ness. The widow in the second story had little, but she held a sincere
relationship with God and expressed it by her generosity and integrity.
As Church, we are both stories. In fact, we are many stories and
over the centuries we have had to acknowledge that we are an evolv-
ing community of faith. In 1962-65, the Second Vatican Council ad-
dressed the question of how open we are to evolving as church in the
midst of a changing world.

The Council called our Church to take on a prophetic role as it
expressed who we sought to be in the late 20th century. Now in the
21st century Pope Francis calls us to a synod of the whole Catholic
community. We are being asked once more to be a prophetic church,
to be the community of disciples that Jesus the Christ established, a
communion of people who despite our variety and differences can
take up our call to live and share the Good News.

As a prophetic community, Pope Francis has called us to enter a
process of synod. It is intended to involve the whole church in con-
sidering who we are and where we are early in the 21st century. The
entire Church is called to this journey through reflection, discernment

and action. This broad synod process
has its roots in the Second Vatican
Council, which Pope John XXIII saw
as an effort to bring about an open-
ness of the church to the world
through reflection on “the signs of the time”.
Like John XXIII and Vatican II, Pope Francis is turning to the ancient
and traditional assembly or synod to address “the signs of the time”
now. The journey began with the opening on October 9 2021, it will
continue to a General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops, October
2023. The two-year process is intended as an experience of “synodality”
for the whole Church, helping us to recognize that the Spirit speaks
through all members of the People of God.

The Preparatory Document for the Synod captures the aim of the
Synod: This journey, which follows in the wake of the Church’s “re-
newal” proposed by the Second Vatican Council, is both a gift and a task:
by journeying together and reflecting together on the journey that has
been made, the Church will be able to learn through her experience which
processes can help her to live communion, to achieve participation, to
open herself to Mission.  Our “journeying together” is, in fact, what most
effectively enacts and manifests the nature of the Church as the pilgrim
and missionary People of God. (Bold added)

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Canada Summer Jobs attestation ‘reasonable,’ says judge
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Despite a federal court ruling it was “reasonable” for the federal
government to require Canada Summer Jobs program applicants to
support abortion rights, pro-life groups say the decision still discrimi-
nates against those who defend unborn lives.

Campaign Life Coalition called the ruling “a terrible decision.”
In an e-mail to The Catholic Register Campaign Life national presi-

dent Jeff Gunnarson labelled it “an affront to the principle of equality
under the law, enshrined under Section 15 of the Charter.”

It amounts to “naked discrimination” against pro-life Canadians, he
said.

“The judge has said that it’s OK for the government to discriminate
against pro-life citizens who hold that life is sacred from conception
and that preborn children deserve legal protection,” Gunnarson said.

Justice Catherine Kane ruled October 22 it was “reasonable” for
the federal government to demand applicants to a summer jobs pro-
gram declare they supported abortion rights in order to obtain fund-
ing in the case that pitted Toronto Right to Life against the Minister of
Employment, Workforce and Labour.

While the attestation requirement — introduced in December 2017
but changed in 2019 after protests from religious and pro-life groups

— infringed on the Charter-protected religious liberty rights of then
Toronto Right to Life president Blaise Alleyne, the infringement strikes
a reasonable balance between Mr. Alleyne’s religious liberty rights and
the legitimate purpose of government policy, according to Ms. Kane.

The controversy began when the Canada Summer Jobs program
imposed an attestation requiring applicants to agree that the Charter
of Rights and Freedoms “recognizes that women’s rights are human
rights. This includes sexual and reproductive rights — and the right
to access safe and legal abortions.” For any application to be ac-
cepted for review, the applicant had to tick a box agreeing to this
statement and endorsing the right to abortion.

Rather than tick the box, Toronto Right to Life sent in a statement
that read: “On the basis of conscience, we are unable to express the
words that the minister has required in the Applicant’s Guide.” It
went on to say Toronto Right to Life “support(s) all Canadian law,
including Charter and human rights law” and that the minister does
not have the jurisdiction to compel it to make a statement conflicting
with its conscience rights nor compel speech as a condition of re-
ceiving financing.

Its application was denied. In an e-mailed statement, Mr. Alleyne,
who is now vice-president of Toronto Right to Life, objected to the
ruling and rejected the 2019 compromise wording of the attestation.

(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Giving ourselves a bettter story
In a recent book, Living Between Worlds, James Hollis offers a

piece of wit that carries more depth than is first evident. A therapist
says to a client, I cannot solve your problem, but I can give you a
more compelling story for your misery. That’s more than a wisecrack.
Whether we feel good or bad about ourselves is often predicated on
what kind of story we understand ourselves as living within.

I remember a seminar some years ago where one of the keynote
speakers was a young French Canadian priest, Pierre Olivier Tremblay.
Mr. Tremblay began his talk with words to this effect: I am a chaplain
at a university, working with young college students. They are full of
life, dreams, and energy; sadly, however they are mostly devoid of
hope because they have no meta-narrative. They suffer a lot because
they do not have a bigger story within which to understand them-
selves and make more sense of their own story. Their own stories,
precious though they are, are too small and individualistic to give
them much to draw on when pain and heartache beset them. They
need a bigger story within which to situate themselves, a meta-narra-
tive. While this wouldn’t necessarily take away their pain and heart-
aches, it would give them something bigger within which to under-
stand their suffering.

Hearing this, I think of my parents and the spirituality that helped
sustain them and their generation. They had a meta-narrative, namely,
the Christian story of salvation history and of how, in that story, at the
very beginning of history, Adam and Eve committed an ‘original sin’
that has ever since skewed reality so as to leave us with the impossi-
bility of ever attaining the full symphony in this life. When their lives
got hard, as is the case with all of us, they had a religious perspective
as to why they were frustrated and in pain. They understood them-
selves to be born into a flawed world and a flawed nature. Hence,
their prayer included the words, for now we live, mourning and weep-
ing in a valley of tears.

Today we might frown on this and see it as unhealthy and morbid,

but that narrative of Adam and Eve helped
give some explanation and meaning to all
the shortcomings in their lives. While it
didn’t take away their pain, it helped give
dignity to their miseries. Today I see many
sincere parents trying in new ways to give a bigger narrative to their
young children through stories like The Lion King. That might indeed
be helpful for young children; but as Pierre Olivier Tremblay points
out, eventually a much bigger and more compelling narrative is needed.

The story within which we frame our pain makes all the difference
in the world vis-a-vis how we cope with that pain. For example,
James Hillman tells us that perhaps the biggest pain we experience
with aging is our idea of aging.  This is true too for many of our
struggles. They need the dignity of being seen under a larger canopy.
I like what Robertson Davies says when he laments that he doesn’t
want to struggle with a ‘growing edge’, but wants rather to be ‘tempted
by demon’. He wants to accord a higher dignity to his temptations!

A bigger story brings us this dignity because it helps us differentiate
meaning from happiness. We invariably confuse the two. What we
need to seek in life is meaning, not happiness. Indeed, happiness (as
we generally understand it) can never be pursued because it is always
a by-product of something else. Moreover, happiness is ephemeral
and episodic; it comes and goes. Meaning is abiding and can co-exist
with pain and suffering. I doubt that Jesus was particularly happy as
he hung dying on the cross, but I suspect that inside of all the pain, he
was experiencing deep meaning, perhaps the deepest meaning of all.
Not incidentally, he found this deepest of all meaning because he
understood himself as being inside the deepest of all stories.

At the end of the day, faith, religion, community, friendship, and
therapy, cannot take away our problems. Most times, there isn’t any
solution; a problem must be lived through. As Gabriel Marcel fa-
mously put it, life is a mystery to be lived, not a problem to be solved.
The story within which we frame our pain is the key to turning prob-
lem into mystery.

Art Schopenhauer once wrote that all pain can be borne if it can be
shared. The sharing he was referring to doesn’t just have to do with
friendship, community, and intimacy. It also has to do with story.
Pain can be to borne more generatively when it finds itself inside a
larger story than our own, when it shares a meta-narrative, a horizon
wide enough to dwarf idiosyncratic loneliness.

Mr. Hollis is right. No therapist can solve our problem, but he or
she can help us find a bigger story that can give more meaning and
dignity to our misery.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
(By 2019 Ottawa had modified the wording of the attestation such

that applicants must declare they do not actively work to undermine
constitutional, human and reproductive rights. Reproductive rights
are understood to mean the right to access legal, publicly-funded
abortions.)

“The government still discriminates against pro-life groups in the
2019 program and onwards,” Mr. Alleyne said. “The government
claims that pro-life groups ‘undermine or restrict’ access to abortion,
even though all we do is exercise our Charter right to freedom of
expression to share information with anyone who is open to the pro-
life message.”

Mr. Alleyne told the court he could not agree to the attestation be-
cause he is Catholic, but also that Toronto Right to Life is a non-
sectarian advocacy organization.

After the modification, most religious groups that had objected to
the attestation regained access to Canada Summer Jobs funding for
camps, community projects and other programs unrelated to abor-
tion. All but one of 63 groups identified by the government as actively
campaigning to restrict abortion access were denied funding under
the new rules.

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, which campaigned
hard against the attestation in 2018, said it hasn’t had a chance to
review the ruling.§

Attestation reasonable
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Burial site discoveries top of mind of repentance panel
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

As coincidence would have it, on the same
day Pope Francis expressed his willingness
to visit Canada to foster reconciliation with
Indigenous people, St. Mary’s University and
St. Joseph’s College in Alberta jointly hosted
an online speaker’s panel called “Catholicism
Repentance.”

While the featured Western Canadian theo-
logians made broader observations on what it
means for a Catholic to exhibit repentance,
most of the 90-minute gathering was centred
on the Catholic Church’s response to thou-
sands of burial sites being uncovered earlier
this year at former residential schools run by
the Church and its entities.

Christopher Hrynkow, a professor at St.
Thomas More College in Saskatoon, said Pope
Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ offers “an an-
tidote” to engender better relations with First
Nations communities.

“Francis taught that we must take special
care for Indigenous communities and their
traditions. They are not merely one minority

among others, but should be the principal dia-
logue partners,” said Mr. Hrynkow.

Mr. Hrynkow hypothesized that the institu-
tion of the Roman Catholic Church project-
ing itself as “a perfect society” — Pope Leo
XIII wrote “societas perfecta” in his 1885
encyclical Immortale Dei — can distort the
truth.

“The exclusivist notion of the Catholic
Church as the ‘perfect society’ allows sin to
only exist among erring members and not in
the corporate, social and institutional senses,”
he said.

Dr. Nick Olkovich, an assistant professor
and chair of Catholic theology at St. Mark’s
College in Vancouver, says Church leaders have
a responsibility to listen to lay parishioners when
it comes to charting the course forward.

“It has to come from the grassroots, the
broader people of God, including settler Ca-
nadians who were ashamed at the news of
this past summer,” said Dr. Olkovich. “The
petitions that went around were quickly popu-
lated by thousands of people (and) are a sign
of a prophetic dimension that all the baptized
are called to.”

Knights documentary a good Catholic Indigenous Studies 101
By DAVID BAIRD

Reprinted with permission from The B.C.
Catholic

`A new documentary produced by the Knights
of Columbus, Enduring Faith: The Story of
Native American Catholics fills a need for a
broad overview of the legacy of the Catholic

faith among Indigenous communities across
this continent.

With a running time of one hour and free to
stream, the film will serve as an accessible
and relatively quick introduction for viewers
who are relatively unfamiliar with the topic.
Those who already have a general sense of
the hot button issues and big-ticket items will
discover few surprises, however, and may

come away feeling less like they have
watched a new stand-alone piece than an ex-
tended teaser trailer for a dozen others.

The main strength of the piece is its breadth.
Setting out to communicate a sweeping sense
of how Indigenous Catholics continue to pos-
sess unique cultural identities and how these
contribute productively to the diversity of
North American Catholicism, Enduring Faith
presents a kind of taster tray of small insights
into several interrelated historical events, per-
sonalities, and ongoing social issues.

Notable historical events include the intro-
duction of Christianity to this part of the world
at the Spanish missions in Florida and the
American West, as well as the miraculous
apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe, cel-
ebrated in the documentary as inspiring the
largest conversion in world history.

One principal noted personality is the
Franciscan priest, founder of numerous mis-
sions, and early native rights advocate St.
Junípero Serra, affectionately known as the
Apostle of California. Others include early
influential converts like Grand Chief
Membertou, leader of the Mi’kmaq commu-
nity (present in areas including Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, and Quebec), as well as St.
Kateri Tekakwitha, the first canonized Native

(continued on page 7)

Dr. Olkovich said special attention should
be paid to “those who have been excluded,
living in poverty or on the margins, especially
by institutions that have put them there and
kept them there.”

Dr. Doris Kieser, associate professor of
theology at St. Joseph’s College, mentioned a
potential symbolic act of repentance that could
be undertaken by Canadian Catholics.

“I really think the image of settler Catholics
and Catholics in general, lying prostate for
Indigenous and marginalized peoples in
Canada, including Indigenous Catholics which
have huge numbers, there has to be some-
thing [potential symbolic act of repentence]
of that magnitude,” she said.

An audience member inquired of the
panelists if they thought the apology rendered
by the Canadian bishops on September 24
would be successful. If not, what would a
successful apology look like?

“I don’t think an apology in and of itself is
sufficient here,” said Dr. Kieser. “Part of what
I’m trying to say here is that we’re going to
have to reiterate this act of repentance for a
long time.”§

Pope John Paul II greeting First Nations members in Canada in 1984 in a scene from
Enduring Faith: The Story of Native American Catholics. The film offers a quick
introduction to the topic for viewers who are unfamiliar with it, writes David Baird.
(Enduring the Faith photo)
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Reid’s Funeral Home, Hampton, 832-5541
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(continued from page 6)
American saint.

Father Henry Sands, a Native American
priest featured in Enduring Faith is execu-
tive director of the U.S. bishops’ Black and
Indian Mission Office.

While the documentary does acknowledge
some problematic episodes from the past, civil
and ecclesial, the emphasis of Enduring Faith
is generally upbeat (less sympathetic viewers
might call it airbrushed). Thus, while there
are mentions of the forced relocation of en-
tire people groups and the complicity of some
religious communities in the policied cultural
intolerance imposed at many residential
schools, the focus generally shifts to ways in
which interactions between Indigenous com-
munities and the Catholic faith have and con-
tinue to be constructive and mutually enrich-

ing.
For instance, one of the most intriguing

topics touched upon is how indigenously cul-
tivated spirituality, for a significant number
of native North Americans, did not prove an
impediment to ready acceptance of the Gos-
pel but positively laid the groundwork for
Christian belief. This seems to have been par-
ticularly the case for those communities who
did not worship (or, more properly, adore in
the theologian’s sense of worship properly
only paid to divinity) water, animals, and other
elements of the natural world but instead ven-
erated them.

In such cases, a fitting kind of reverence
for God’s creation could be affirmed and then
elevated by Christian missionaries in an
enculturation process by which Indigenous
beliefs not only were strengthened by Chris-

tianity but themselves strength-
ened it in turn. This process
might continue today, for exam-
ple, in the challenge such sensi-
tivities to the natural world make
to Christians everywhere who
might, through them, recall
God’s love of creation and the
human need to discover and
cultivate ways of living harmo-
niously with and within it.
They are little gems like these
that make Enduring Faith a
nourishing, encouraging, and, in
the end, worthwhile watch.
Even if a lot of the content will
already be familiar to a lot of
viewers, there will probably be
at least something new for
most.
You may walk away with only
one or two new diamonds in
your pocket, but I’d still call that
an hour of attention well paid.§

Catholic Indigenous Studies 101

Land blessed for mixed housing development in Saint John
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Wednesday, Novem-
ber 3, a small crowd gathered on the corner
lot of Cliff and Waterloo streets in Saint John
to bless the land for the new Steepleview
mixed housing development.

The site had previously been occupied by
the Sisters of Charity of the Immaculate Con-
ception (SCIC) and St. Vincent’s’s Chapel as
well as the Cathedral Parish’s Catholic Youth
Organization [CYO]

Master of ceremonies and Steepleview
board member, Bernard Cormier told the
crowd that the project will house 56 apart-
ments, with 50% subsidized housing and 50%
market apartments. There will also be a com-
munity room, a Knights of Columbus coun-
cil chamber, and an early learning childhood
centre.

“The Diocese of Saint John and the Cathe-
dral of the Immaculate Conception are im-
portant partners in this project,” Mr. Cormier
said. He thanked Knights of Columbus coun-
cil #937, Heather Hamilton of Hamilton Day
Care Centre, and the Steepleview board of
directors. He acknowledged the presence of
Sister Mary Beth McCurdy, congregational
leader of the SCIC, Sister Anita Holmes, SCIC,
Sister Pat Poole, SCIS, Father Doug McNeill,
rector of the Immaculate Conception Parish
and Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the
Diocese of Saint John.

Following Mr. Cormier’s remarks, Sr. Poole
led remarks acknowledging the “sacred land
of the Mi’kmaq, Maliseet and Passamaquoddy
peoples, on their territory unceded from the
treaty of peace of friendship in 1725.”

Speaking on behalf of the board of direc-
tors of Steepleview, Kevin McDonald, chair,
said that “in all that we do as builders, we ask
for each development, that the land be blessed
prior to preparing the land for construction.”

Acknowledging the history of the land he
noted that it is sacred for many reasons. “Cer-

tainly, the home of the Sisters of Charity for
so many years, the St. Vincent’s Chapel, and
of course the CYO that fostered us in our
beliefs of friendships and helped grow our
faith. The board of Steepleview Developments
Inc., wish to thank everyone for this beauti-
ful and meaningful blessing of the land where
Steepleview Apartments will eventually sit.”

Bishop Riesbeck recalled the words of the
psalm, “If the Lord does not build the house,
in vain do its builders labour,” and reminded

(continued on page 9)
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Christian, Muslim leaders launch appeal to protect places of worship
By Catholic News Service

AMMAN, Jordan — Spearheaded by Jor-
dan's Prince El Hassan Bin Talal, a group of
Arab and international scholars, thinkers and
religious figures — Muslim and Christian —
have launched a global appeal to protect wor-
shippers and places of worship.

"In the face of what we see as the continu-
ation of repeated attacks on places of wor-
ship and on the souls of safe worshipers in
several places in this world, and based on a
common human and moral responsibility, we
call upon a group of religious leaders, schol-
ars and thinkers ... to urge all people to reject
all forms of extremism, hatred and painful
practices against the spirit of faith and hu-
man dignity," the more than 40 signatories

said in their November 2 appeal.
They stressed that "hate speech and polari-

zation that provokes hatred and justifies blood-
shed continues to escalate" and is accompa-
nied by some who resort to "the misuse of
religions and beliefs as a pretext for violence,
exclusion and discrimination."

The Muslim and Christian signatories con-
tinued: "These abhorrent targets also include
historical and archaeological sites and architec-
tural heritage, including museums, libraries and
manuscripts, which is an erasure of the memory
that preserves the civilizations of peoples and
their value core from extinction."

"There is no doubt that the attack on places
of worship and their sanctity at a time when
worshippers perform prayer and religious rites
in their premises is the culmination of these

atrocities. This leads us to a legitimate ques-
tion: Isn't it time to consider the issue of free-
dom of worship as an integral part of the right
to life and to consider the value of human
heritage in relation to culture and identity?"
they stated.

The Jordanian prince chairs the Arab
Thought Forum and also the Board of the
Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies.

The signatories included Father Rifat Bader,
director of the Catholic Centre for Studies
and Media in Jordan; retired Bishop Salim
Sayegh of Jerusalem; Nayla Tabbara, presi-
dent and co-founder of the interfaith Adyan
Foundation in Lebanon; and Gabriel Said
Reynolds, professor of Islamic studies and
theology at the University of Notre Dame,
Indiana.§

Bethlehem is open for business, waiting for tourists
By JUDITH SUDILOVSKY
Catholic News Service

BETHLEHEM, West Bank — When Christy
Zeidan, office manager of the Three Arches 2
souvenir shop, put the key in the door lock
for the first time in nearly 20 months, she got
goose bumps on her arms.

"It was very emotional. It was like breath-
ing again, but I wanted to cry when I saw
everything covered in dust," said Ms. Zeidan,
who together with shop owner Lillian
Canawati has been preparing the shop in an-
ticipation of the return of tourists and pilgrims
after months of COVID-19 restrictions. "For
two years there have been no tourists, no life
in Bethlehem. We are happy and optimistic
and are waiting for them. We are hoping for
more groups in December and November."

On November 1, Israel opened its borders
to tourists who have been vaccinated against
COVID-19 or can show proof of recovery
within the past six months; this means tour-
ists will also be able to reach Bethlehem. But
tourists faced some hurdles with documents
that need to be filled out and other travel re-
quirements as the tourism industry tried to
get back into gear.

It will take some time until things get back to
semi-normal, said Canawati, and though she saw
some tourists groups come through Bethlehem,
shoppers have yet to come into the store, which
was usually packed before the pandemic.

Unopened boxes of merchandise were
stacked inside the front door next to the front
counter, where a box of face masks and a
bottle of hand sanitizer were neatly lined up
November 3. Canawati said regulations would

be followed, including limiting the number of
tourists coming in the store and the wearing
of face masks.

"We will be happy to see tourists here again,
so we can have our lives again," she said. But
even when the tourists do return, she said, there
is a sense that things have changed irreversibly.

"We don't feel safe; we know how much
we depend on tourists, because if there are
no tourists, no one is willing to help us. We
feel alone here, only with God. There is no
safety net," Ms. Canawati said.

While Israel was able to provide unemploy-
ment benefits and grants to Israeli tourism
professionals as with other people who lost
their jobs because of COVID-19, the Pales-
tinian Authority did not have the economic
tools to offer financial assistance to Palestin-
ian workers.

A joint report issued September 27 by the
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and
the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities esti-
mated pandemic-related losses for the Beth-
lehem tourism sector at over $1 billion.

Some foreign volunteers and students who
have been in the region are taking advantage
of the time to be able to visit holy sites with-
out the normal crowds.

Ilaria Patania, 39, an Italian archaeologist
who has been conducting research at Israel's
University of Haifa, and Federico Salmoiraghi,
45, an Italian mathematician doing research
at the Technion-Israel Institute of Technol-
ogy in Haifa, were the lone visitors to the
Church of the Nativity at midday November
3. Although they were living in Israel, they
had been unable to visit Bethlehem because
of the border closings due to COVID-19, said

Ms. Patania.
"All the people here are very excited to see

us. You can feel there are preparations for
something to start, though many of the shops
and hotels are still closed," she said.

"It is a much more prayerful atmosphere,"
observed Jean Thouzeau, 24, who arrived
from France in October to volunteer with the
Hebrew-speaking Catholic community in Je-
rusalem. "I think it is a great privilege to be
able to be here without so many people here."

Franciscan Father Melvyn Gomez was at
the Milk Grotto, eager to begin welcoming
guests. He knew many couples were eager
to be able to get packets of the special "milk
powder" from the grotto, which many peo-
ple believe has helped them conceive.

Fr. Gomez said several masses had been
held already at the grotto by a few Hispanic
groups from the United States.

"It is good because we are seeing people.
People here are desperate for their livelihood,"
he said. "Finally, the church is open for peo-
ple. We pray and hope it will continue and
there will be an influx of visitors."§
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Look in the mirror before correcting others' mistakes, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — To believe in Jesus
means to follow him and avoid going "the
opposite way," following one's own interests
and inflating one's own ego, Pope Francis said.

Similarly, when Christians see one of their
brothers or sisters has strayed, they must be
humble, gentle and compassionate, the pope
said November 3 during his weekly general
audience in the Paul VI audience hall.

"The supreme rule regarding fraternal cor-
rection is love: to want the good of our broth-
ers and sisters" by praying, being patient and
accompanying them to help them correct
themselves, he said.

However, he added, "this is not easy. The
easier path is tattling, skinning the other alive
as if I were perfect."

The pope continued his series of talks on St.
Paul's Letter to the Galatians by reflecting on an
excerpt from the apostle's exhortation on the
"freedom of service," that is, how Christians are
called to fulfil the law by loving their neighbour
and by walking in the Holy Spirit.

"Walking in the spirit" is letting oneself be
guided by the Holy Spirit, following the path
of Christ, the pope said.

This "stupendous but difficult journey" be-
gins in baptism and lasts an entire lifetime, he
said. "We can think of it as a long excursion
on the mountain heights: it is breathtaking,
the destination is attractive, but it requires a
lot of effort and tenaciousness."

No matter the challenges, difficulties and
temptations to sin along the journey, Chris-
tians are able to acquire "a positive vision of
life" because they know, no matter what, "God
is always stronger than our resistance and
greater than our sins," he said.

St. Paul also shows what a good disciple does
by putting himself at the same "level" as the
Galatians and including himself in God's com-
mand that "we" — not just "they" — must all
walk according to the Spirit, the pope said.

The apostle knows "this exhortation is nec-
essary for himself as well," he said.

"The apostle does not place himself above
his community," Pope Francis said. "He doesn't
say, 'I am the boss ... I have reached the
mountain top and you all are still walking.' He
doesn't say this, but he places himself in the
midst of the journey everyone is on in order
to provide a concrete example of how much
it is necessary to obey God, corresponding
better and better to the Spirit's guidance."

Departing from his written remarks, the

pope said, "It's beautiful when we find shep-
herds who walk with their people, who don't
separate themselves, (thinking,) 'I am more
important, I am a shepherd, I am a priest, I
am a bishop,' with their noses held high. No,
shepherds who walk with their people — this
is very beautiful."

"Walking according to the Spirit is not only
an individual task — it also concerns the com-
munity as a whole," which is "exciting, but
demanding," he said.

Everyone in the community must "bear each
other's difficulties," because everyone has the
same temptations, "that is, our jealousies,
prejudices, hypocrisies and resentments" and
the temptation to seek out "a rigid set of pre-
cepts" as the solution, he said.

St. Paul said, "If someone should make a
mistake, use gentleness," and "Look to your-
self, lest you too be tempted," the pope said.

"How easy it is to criticize others," Pope
Francis said. "There are some people who seem
to have a degree in tattling, criticizing others every
day. Hey, look in the mirror" and reflect on one's
own weaknesses and fragility.

Instead of gossiping or tearing the other

(continued from page 7)
those present that, “whenever we look to the
interests of our neighbour or to the commu-
nity and serve them, we are in a sense God’s
own coworkers. Let us pray for his help my
brothers and sisters that God will bring this
construction to successful completion, and
that his protection will keep those who work
on it safe from injury.”

He continued to reflect on the cooperation
that has allowed this project to come to frui-
tion. “So many people have come together in
this partnership,” he said. “The prayers of so
many people that are wanting to see this to
completion. It’s something good that we’re
doing as part of our outreach in this area,
which is one of the poorest in the diocese.
That’s why the Cathedral is so important, it’s
a beacon of light, a beacon of hope in this
area. And we will be reaching out and seeing
Jesus in the faces of those whom we are
called to serve.”

Bishop Riesbeck reminded everyone that
this work is motivated by love. “Christ is the
foundation, he is the chief cornerstone,” he
said. “The greatest work of charity is evan-
gelization, sharing the Gospel with others.”

Quoting the words of Pope Benedict, the
bishop said that we, “cannot reduce Chris-

down, the Spirit points the way of humility
and being gentle with one's brother or sister
in correcting them, but it is also "good to ask
ourselves what drives us to correct a brother
or a sister, and if we are not in some way co-
responsible for their mistake," he added.

Being in solidarity with others is to bear the
other's burdens, and "how many burdens there
are in a person's life: illness, lack of work,
loneliness, pain! And how many other trials
that require the proximity and love of our
brothers and sisters!" he said.

Commenting on this teaching, St. Augus-
tine said others must be corrected "'with gen-
tleness. And if you raise your voice, love
within. If you encourage, if you present your-
self as a father, if you reprove, if you are se-
vere, love,' always love," Pope Francis said.

Often, the pope said, this also means toler-
ating people's problems and defects "in si-
lence and in prayer in order to find the right
path for helping them correct themselves."

"Meekness, patience, prayer, accompani-
ment" are the keys for walking with "joy and
patience along this path, allowing ourselves
to be guided by the Holy Spirit," he said.§

tian charity to a mere solidarity or simply
humanitarian aid. A relationship with God must
always be priority. Any true sharing of goods in
the spirit of the Gospel must be rooted in him.”

He reminded everyone that, “the work of
charity that we’re embarking on here together
is rooted in faith and begins by listening to the
word of God in prayer. And when we fall in
love with the Lord, we desire to imitate him
and reach out to others as Jesus commanded
us — love one another as I have loved you.”

He then asked, “How do we truly love
someone? By giving them the very best that
you have.  We want to give the very best to
others, we want to share the love of Jesus
and we do this by our works of charity and
looking to the needs of the marginalized, the
alienated, those who are in need.”

Concluding his remarks Bishop Riesbeck
said, “We are doing our part, our little part to
change our environment here to bring some
good to the world around us.” Noting that
stewardship is what “we do after we say, I
believe”, he continued, “this is what is
prompting us to reach out to those in need
today, and especially to minister to those who
need subsidized housing and the marginalized.
We are very grateful to be able to embark on
this journey together today.”

Land blessed for mixed housing
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weaponization of an education system used against the children and
families it supposedly served. Rather than equipping children for full
participation in society, the goal of residential schools was to erase
Indigenous culture and replace it with minimal skills for functioning
in the economy.

“In the process you ravage their own voice. You dismiss the cul-
tural props and deep, visceral cultural ideas that have secured them in
time,” said Mr. Higgins. “And this whole process of erasing, of course,
results in creating a horrible vacuum with all the anxieties, crises,
trauma and everything else that we’re facing now.”

Nobody can script the pope. And while an apology is expected, its
form and effect will have to wait. But Mr. Higgins has one prediction.

“What he’s going to be interested in, as he always is when he meets
with victims and survivors, is the healing process,” he said. “How do
you begin the complex healing process? Through gestures of genuine
forgiveness, genuine requests for forgiveness, rites or rituals that bind
us rather than divide us. It’s an enormous task.” §

(continued from page 3)
“It’s going to take more than an apology, to be honest with you,”

she said.
Ms. Montreuil, who is Métis, believes good things could come

from the papal visit.
“I don’t want to put the negative — it would be too easy to put the

negative on the table,” she said. “But I am hoping that our chiefs,
with the bishops and with the pope, will have that two or three days
that they will have for a huge commitment.”

From Wiikwemkoong First Nation on Manitoulin Island, Guadalupe
Circle member Rosella Kinoshameg is anticipating “a pilgrimage of
healing and reconciliation.”

“To me this means the pope will bring hope of the beginning of
reconciliation, of everyone making a commitment for respectful rela-
tionships, to repair damaged trust by an apology,” Ms. Kinoshameg
said in an e-mail.

She also anticipates strong emotions.
“Of course there will be tears of mourning for these children, but

also tears of joy and gratitude for the comfort and healing,” she said.
“The visit by Pope Francis will bring closure to that part of our lives
and open the long path to hope and healing and reconciliation.”

Reconciliation between the Church and Indigenous Canadians will
not be achieved over the course of a handful of days while the pope
is in Canada, said Mr. Lafond. It will be up to Canadians and Catho-
lics across the country to look at their history and the reality of Indig-
enous lives today, then embrace a new understanding, he said.

“Moreso than at any other time in our history, Catholics — there
are enough of them with an open spirit that we can build on,” Lafond
said.

Mr. Lafond warns that success will depend on what happens be-
fore Pope Francis arrives.

“Who is going to be in the planning committee here to determine
the most advantageous places that the pope could visit to get a strong
sense of the questions that are being asked, and an environment that
provides for the kind of dialogue that needs to happen between Indig-
enous people and Pope Francis?” he asked.

Assembly of First Nations National Chief RoseAnne Archibald is

clear that Indigenous people are not about to be satisfied with just
words.

“The Catholic Church must be accountable and acknowledge its
responsibility for implementing and running these institutions of as-
similation and genocide,” she said in an e-mail.

Chief Archibald wants to talk to Canada’s bishops about repara-
tions, including the return of land and involvement in long-term heal-
ing and support programs for survivors and their families.

“I am also asking the Holy Father to renounce and formally revoke
the 1493 Doctrine of Discovery and replace it with a new papal bull
that decrees Indigenous peoples and cultures are valuable, worthy
and must be treated with dignity and respect,” Chief Archibald said.

The Doctrine of Discovery was first proclaimed in a papal bull
issued by Pope Alexander VI. It was issued in the context of war
raging on both sides of the Mediterranean between Catholic king-
doms and the Ottoman Empire, intended to empower the Christian
principalities to take lands and subjugate Muslims along the north
African coast and in the eastern Mediterranean.

Despite a counter-document (Sublimus Deus) issued by Pope Paul
III in 1537, the Doctrine of Discovery passed from the papal bull into
the fabric of Western legal codes, even the legal traditions of non-
Catholic states such as the British Empire, the United States and the
Netherlands. It became the legal framework of colonization and con-
quest. This doctrine was used primarily to justify seizing Indigenous
lands throughout the Americas and subjecting Indigenous peoples to
slavery and forced conversions.§

Coming to a wounded nation

Indigenous expect positive visit but apology must be the reason
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November 14, 2021
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Daniel 12.13
At that time your people shall be delivered.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 165.5+8, 9-10, 11 (R. 1)
R. Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.

Second Reading:   Hebrews 10.11-14, 18
By a single offering he has perfected for all time

those who are sanctified.

Gospel: Mark 13.24-32
The Son of Man will gather the elect from the four winds.

Sunday’s Liturgy

OBITUARIES

By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

On Wednesday, November 17, dioceses across Canada will ob-
serve the 7th annual Red Wednesday to raise awareness and pray for
persecuted Christians, who are the most discriminated against reli-
gious group in the world.

Aid to to the Church in Need [ACN] is asking dioceses to show
solidarity with Christians who are suffering, ACN is also asking all
parishes to illuminate the church with red lights in memory of mar-
tyred and suffering Christians.

There are many other ways to contribute to this day, such as or-
ganizing a mass for persecuted Christians, devoting a rosary or choosing
a universal prayer to include in a celebration.

On Tuesday, November 16, the weekly diocesan rosary with Bishop
Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John will be offered
for this intention.

Some other ways to participate in Red Wednesday include:
• Illuminating in red a church or other important building in your area;
• Organizing a mass for persecuted Christians;
• Organizing a vigil or a moment of prayer;
• Praying a rosary;
• Reciting special universal prayers for this intention;
• Inviting people to wear red;
• Organizing a presentation on religious persecution or religious

freedom with the help of Aid to the Church in Need;
• Using social media to publicize the event and raise awareness of

the cause of persecuted Christians.
Confirmed events that the faithful may take part in online a Live

broadcast mass on Salt + Light Television, Canada from Mary Queen
of the World Cathedral in Montreal (Rebroadcasting, Thursday, No-
vember 18th, 7:00 p.m., on Radio VM.) and Prayer Vigil Recorded
for broadcast at 9:00 p.m. from St. Michael’s Cathedral in Toronto
on Salt + Light across Canada. For more information visit, https://
acn-canada.org/red-wednesday/.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Red Wednesday:
praying for persecuted Christians

Father Vincent Donovan

DONOVAN, Father VINCENT — The death of Father Vincent Do-
novan, a retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John, occurred in the
Miramichi Regional Hospital on
Saturday, November 6, 2021,
after a brief illness.

Fr. Donovan was born in
Sunny Corner, NB, on Febru-
ary 27, 1930, son of the late
John Christopher and Kathleen
(Mullin) Donovan. After study-
ing in local schools, he enrolled
in St. Thomas College-Univer-
sity, Chatham, where he would
later spend many years of his
priestly ministry. After gradu-
ating from St Thomas, he be-
gan studies for the priesthood
in Holy Heart Seminary, Hali-
fax, NS. He was ordained to
the priesthood for the Diocese
of Bathurst on June 5, 1955,
in St. Bridgit’s Church, by the
Right Rev. André LeBlanc,
Bishop of Bathurst. After
ordination he spent a year as
curate in St. Mary’s Parish,
Newcastle. In 1956 he began a teaching career at St. Thomas
College-University beginning in Chatham and later moving to
Fredericton. During his years teaching he pursued further studies
in Fordham University, New York (Master of Arts in Classics,
1962) and at Saint Paul University, Ottawa (Master of Arts in The-
ology and Licentiate in Theology,1972). After many years of teach-
ing, he retired from the Religious Studies Department of St. Tho-
mas University in 1980 and began serving in full time parish min-
istry. He served as pastor of St. Bridget’s Parish, Renous, from
1980 to 1986. He then served as pastor of St. Mary’s Parish,
Newcastle, from 1986 to 1992. From there he went to St. Joachim’s
Parish, Boiestown, from 1992 to 1993. Finally, he served as Pas-
tor of St. Raphael’s Parish, Blackville from 1993 to his retirement
in 2005. Even after retiring, he continued to assist in local parishes
for many years and on several occasions served Miramichi par-
ishes during the absence of pastors. Father Donovan also served
on the Council of Priests, the College of Consultors, and many
other diocesan commissions and committees as well as Spiritual
Advisor of the Saint John Diocesan Council of the Catholic Wom-
en’s League. Father Donovan was well liked and well remembered
by generations of former students and former parishioners, as
well as by his fellow clergy. May he rest in peace after a long life
of pastoral and academic service.

Fr. Donovan is survived by three sisters, Anne Marie MacDonald
(the late Herbert), Margaret Jewis (the late Dennis), and Carmel
Manderville (the late Arnold), as well as several nieces and neph-
ews and their families. In addition to his parents, he is prede-
ceased by two brothers, Gerald Donovan, and Aloysius Donovan.

Fr. Donovan rested at St. Bridget’s Church, Renous. His Mass
of Chrsitan Burial was from St. Bridget’s Church. Interment fol-
lowed in St. Bridget’s Cemetery. §
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Seventh Annual Christmas Drawing Contest 2021
The New Freeman is hosting its seventh annual children’s Christmas drawing contest!

The winning entry in each of three categories will receive a $50 gift certificate.
The winning drawings will be published in The New Freeman’s Christmas issue.

Contest Rules:

• The contest is open to children enrolled in Grades 1-8.

• One entry per child.

• One prize will be awarded to the top entry in each of these categories:  Grades
7-8, Grades 4-6 and Grades 1-3.

• Entries must be original, in colour, drawn or painted on an 8.5" x 11" page, and
illustrate some aspect of the birth of Jesus at the first Christmas in Bethlehem,
depicting the true meaning of Christmas — please, no Santas or reindeers.

• For electronic submissions: minimum resolution 300dpi, in jpeg or PDF format.

• All entries must include the entry form (below) and signature of a parent or guardian.

• Entries become the property of The New Freeman.

• Entries may be mailed, delivered or sent electronically.

• Electronic submissions can be sent to tnf@nb.aibn.com.

• Judges’ decisions are final; entries may be published in The New Freeman at the editor’s discretion.

• Submission deadline is noon December 10,  2021.

Name _______________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________  Prov _______  Postal Code ____________

Phone number_____________________________________    Grade _______   Age _____

The undersigned is a parent or guardian of the child identified on this entry form.
I consent to my child’s participation in this contest and I agree to abide by the Contest Rules.

_______________________________ ______________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature Parent/Guardian Name (please print)

Please send entries to:
Christmas Contest, The New Freeman

One Bayard Drive, Saint John, NB E2L 3L5
Or email tnf@nb.aibn.com

SAINT JOHN —The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
was decorated for Remembrance Day, Thursday, November 11.
(Submitted photo)


